And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us

St. Mary's Parish Franklin, MA 02038

December 2009

On behalf of the Respect Life Committee we wish everymherry and Holy Christmas and a Happy New Year.

St. Mary's Respect Life Committee invites you to
join us for the 37th annual March for Life in
Washington DC on January %22010. In 1974,
the first March for Life was held on the West Steps
of the Capitol with 20,000 pro-lifers protesting the
tragic decision in Roe versus Wade that made
abortion legal throughout the United States. Last
year, over 250,000 pro-lifers converged on the
National Mall to remind our leaders and the nation
that life is sacred from conception to natural death
and we"are endowed by our Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

Join your fellow Catholics and pro-lifers from all
over the country at the annual March for Life in our
nation's capital on Friday January 22, 2010. For
more information about this event, check out the
March for Life web site at
http://www.marchforlife.org/. To sign up for the
march please contact Frank Fiorillo at 508-528-
7930 or email affiorillo@verizon.netby January
10, so that we may plan for sufficient seats on the
bus.

November 20, 2009 may be one of the nost
important dates in bringing together people of fgith
in the United States under what John Paul Il cayled
the Gospel of Life. For on that day, many Chris§an
leaders throughout the United States including
Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Evangel|cal
Protestants  united together"to reaffirm
fundamental truths about justice and the commg@n
good, and to call upon our fellow citizeng,
believers and non-believers alike, to join us fn
defending them." In what is called the Manhattgn
Declaration, these fundamental truths include |the
"sanctity of human life; the dignity of marriage ag
the conjugal union of husband and wife; and the
rights of conscience and religious liberty."

The authors of the declaration have stated ghat
"these truths are foundational to human dignit
and the well-being of society; they are inviolabje
and non-negotiable. Because they are increasirﬁ;ly
under assault from powerful forces in our culturd,
we are compelled today to speak out forcefully|in
their defense, and to commit ourselves to honorihg
them fully no matter what pressures are brought
upon us and our institutions to abandon dr

compromise them. We make this commitment got
as partisans of any political group but as followefs
of Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord, who
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

Drafted by Dr. Robert George, Dr. Timothy Geojge

and Chuck Colson, and signed by more than [L50
Orthodox, Catholic and evangelical Christrn

leaders, the Manhattan Declaration was made pyiblic
at a noon on November 20, 2009. To downloadthe
full text of the Manhattan Declaration visit the wgb

site at http://www.manhattandeclaration.org/ On
the web site you will find a link to show yogir
support for this all-important declaration of the
Gospel of Life.
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“ want you to remember, united we stand,” theg
priest from Indianapolis told the sleep-deprived
congregation during his homily in the Crypt church
at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception if
Washington, D.C. Hundreds of students from th
Indianapolis diocese gathered at morning Mass (¢
January 2% the anniversary the Supreme Cour
ruling to legalize abortion in the Roe vs. Wade cas
We stood united, shoulder-to-shoulder in the pew

that lined the church, to defend the right to life fof

the unborn who cannot speak or stand f
themselves. The priest encouraged the youth to fig
the good fight and reminded them, “Divided we

fall.” He told them that they were on the side of the

truth—that all human life is precious.

We were united on the multitude of buses that can
from nearly every state in this nation. We left St
Brendan’s parking lot around 10:00pm and arrive
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception i

our nation's capital around 7:00 in the morning,

Exhausted we refreshed ourselves and heading
the chapel in the lower church for a time of person
prayer and reflection and an early Mass. Afte
Mass in the Crypt Church, the young people in oJ

group headed to Verizon Center to join 30,000 oth¢

young people from youth groups throughout thg
country. Some of us remained behind at th
Cathedral to attend the 9:00am Mass in the ma
church. It was a beautiful service with a standin
room only crowd to hear the Liturgy of the Word.

We sat behind a girl from southwestern
Pennsylvania whose t-shirt read: “One third of mj
generation is a victim of abortion.” | tried to picture|
this in my mind. | pictured three folding chairs in
front of me, two had teenagers sitting in them, an
one was empty. Then | pictured many rows with

third of the seats empty. Could one of the missin
seats have held her best friend or the person w
would have discovered the cure for HIV Aids?
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We arrived at the Mall around 11:00am and it was
an eerie lonely feeling as there were only a few
people on the grounds including staff workers who
were setting up the stage for the speakers. All of a
sudden at about noon thousands upon thousands of
pro-lifers converged on the mall and within a few
minutes we were shoulder to shoulder with our
fellow Catholics and Christians throughout the
country and the world. The estimated count was
over to 250,000 people from parishes, schools,
seminaries, and colleges from every corner of the
United States. There were also groups from Latin
America, Canada and Europe. You could feel the
presence of the Holy Spirit among us as the words
from Elizabeth to Mary "blessed is the fruit of thy
womb" came alive as various groups were praying
the rosary or singing hymns to our Blessed Mother.

As we stood on the Mall waiting for the event to
begin, we noticed that one of the Franciscans in
front of us wore no socks on his sandaled feet. He
stood in the snow and mushy ice without complaint,
joyfully talking and praying with those who
accompanied him.

We stood in the cold united together standing side
by side for life. Some wore stickers that announced
their home state with a Pro-Life message and others
wore sweatshirts and t-shirts that announced their
parish or school. As people converged in the Mall,
the Holy Spirit was with us as we were a united
people from all faiths, races, states, and ages, united
with one voice and one message.

On January 22 united we stood, shoulder-to-
shoulder on the Mall on Washington, D.C.

United with our bishops, priests, deacons, religious
from every order, but mostly with our youth—
young people who count themselves lucky to be
alive. United we prayed, sang, and spoke with one
voice - stop abortion now and standup for the
Culture of Life.
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