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TIMELINE OF OUR PARISH HISTORY

St . Maryo6s Church is our spiritual home in Fr
God and man to solemnize His most s aechase d f e a
welcomed us in the celebration of great events of both joy and sorrow in our lives. The

hi ghl i ght shistory refl8ct the deMa@troryaddservice of the parish family.

1849 - Five people attend Mass oefldrelr Fezgatritky Fr .
home on Medway Road (now 316 Lincoln Street).

1851 - Catholics are given the use of the town hall for Mass. Rev. M. X. Carroll offers
Mass monthly at the Town Hall.
1862 - Rev. Michael McCable of Woonsocket replaces Rev. Carroll.
1864 - On November 8, the town approves the cemetery on land formerly owned by
Hugh McParland.
1865 - Mary Tobin, who died on July 29 at age 19, is the first to be interred in the
cemetery. Her headstone is later taken down and her name put on the Dugan
stone.
1871 - A church, built in 1788, is purchased from the Congregational Society and
becomes a mission station. This is our first church.
1877 - On February 6, St. Maryods becomes an in
Griffin as first pastor.
1879 - Archbishop Williams confirms Franklin and Wrentham children.
1885 - Rev. John L. Mulcahy becomes the second pastor, upon the death of Father
Griffin.
1888 - The church is dedicated by Archbishop Williams.
1890 - Archbishop Williams confers the sacrament of Confirmation on a large class of 95
children.
1891 - Rev. Martin J. Lee becomes the third pa
1893 - Fr. Lee establishes a parochial school with two rooms in the church basement. A
convent is set up on Oak Street with two more classrooms on the first floor.
- Il n September, St. Marybds Grammar School
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in charge.
1899 - A large brick building is constructed on the corner of Beaver Street to provide a
school, gymnasium, and assembly hall.
- Around 1899, the old church (over 110 years old) is declared unsafe. Mass is
now celebrated in the old Morse Opera House until a makeshift chapel can be
arranged.
1900 - The original church is completely destroyed by fire on June 26.

1902 - The school closes. The parish is heavily in debt.



1903 - Rev. Dani el P. Scannel |l becomes fourth

1904 - Bishop Brady dedicates the ground floor of the school building on the corner of
Beaver Street as a chapel on November 13.

1916 - Father Scannell establishes the Knights of Columbus and serves as chaplain.

1921 - The Catholic Womendés Club is organized,

1923 - The chapel building is destroyed by fire on May 30.

- The cornerstone of the third St. Mar yos

Cardinal O6Connel | on September 2.

1924 - The first Mass is celebrated in the basement chapel on Ash Wednesday, March 5,

by Fr. Scannell.
- Rev. Edward Kenney is appointed fifth pastor on December 21.

1927 - On September 18, the first Solemn High Mass is sung in the upper church
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the parish. Fr. Kenney is the celebrant.
- Assumption Parish, South Bellingham, is
as a parish by Cardinal O6Connel |
1932 - Father Kenney announces plans to build a new rectory.
1942 - Released time for one hour of religious instruction is granted by the School
Committee for junior high and high school pupils.
1944 - The Home of the Holy Child for children from broken homes opens in the
convent.
1947 - St. Judeods Parish, Norfolk, is establis
1949 - Rev. James J. McManus is appointed administrator.

- Cistercian Nuns come from |Ireland to Mo

1950 - Rev. George M. Dowd i s appointed sixth
- New carpeting is installed in the church.

1951 - Archbishop Cushing gives the Pontifical Blessing to Our Lady of Grace Shrine
(located on the church lawn) and the newly erected crucifix (at the cemetery).
Archbishop Cushing also celebrates the Solemn Pontifical Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament at an altar set up in front of the rectory.

1952 - St. Maryos c"eahnivdrsarg with a thréetday cefebration.
- Msgr. Kenney celebrates his Golden Jubilee as a priest.
1953 - The Legion of Mary is formed on October 27, 1953.
- The six new statues on the fagade of the church and the new interior statues are
dedicated in December. The renovated altar is also dedicated.
1956 - St. Maryds School opens. The dedicatio
held in September. The laying of the cornerstone of the school and the blessing of
the interior of the school also take place.
1959 - The parish publishes a weekly newspaper

Development Fund.



1960

1962
1971

1972

1974

1975

1976

1977

1979
1980
1981
1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dowd is called home to God on May 11.
Rt . Rev. William E. Collins becomes sev

The First Annual Parish Reunion is held.

Msgr. Collins retires on May 11. Msgr. Collins is called home to God on

November 29, 1978.

Rev. Al bert G. Fairbanks is appointed St
The Parish Council is formed.

St. Maryds School cl oses.
The Parish Club and Catholic Youth Organization are both formed in January.
St . Mast SprimgFestival is held.

A fire damages St. Maryods School

Baptismal robes, presented at the sacrament of Baptism, are handmade by a
parishioner.

Refurbishing of church and properties is completed, including a new altar
downstairs, and plans are made for redoing the main sanctuary.
The Our Lady of Hope Charismatic Prayer Group is formed in September.

St. Maryds enters into its second centu
Cardinal Medeiros is the principal celdrant of the Mass of Thanksgiving on
the occasion ofthe 1danni ver sary of St. Maryo6s Par

The Junior C.Y.O. is formed in March.
At Christmas, the first group of men is commissioned as lay Ministers of the
Eucharist.

The first Feast of St. Rocco is organized in August.
The 1000 Club, a monthly raffle to support the parish, is formed.
The Parish Council is reestablished.

Fr. Albert Fairbanks is called home to God on September 11.
Rev. Henry P. Boivin is appointed ninth g

A new electric lift for handicapped parishioners is installed and dedicated.

Five ceiling fans are installed in the upper church.

A parish census takes place.

There are 2,300 families registered wit

On February 2, a Holy Year Pilgrimage Mass is celebrated.

In February, the first group of women is commissioned as lay Ministers of the
Eucharist.

The Respect Life Committee is formed.

The Eucharistic Ministers begin to bring the Eucharist to homebound
parishioners.

The Baptismal Catechesis group is formed to assist parents, the prime educators
of their childdés faith, to prepare for

The Spiritual Development Committee is established.



1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992
1993

1994

1995

St . Maryos Parish Sacrificial Giving Pr
The Caring Tree, St. Maryds Christmas o

The R.C.I.LA. program begins in the fall.
A new addition to the rectory is constructed.

Fr. Boivin ends his pastorate, effective September 1.
Fr. Edward Gillis and then Fr. Edward Gaudette serve as Administrators.
Fr. James Eoi@Qbéledantynitdh @o@mptor of St. M

St. Maryds bec o nioenedVpest Region of the Archdecesad wl y
Boston on January 1.

The Vocation Crucifix Program of Prayer is initiated.

In September, the Parish Worship Committee meets for the first time.

St. Maryds School wil/l be known as St.

St. Maryds Conference of the Society of
The food pantry is established on the lower floor of the rectory under the direction

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. There is a collection of nonperishable foods

on the first weekend of each month.

A newly formed Welcome Committee helps new parishioners learn about the

parish.

The Fellowship Committee is formed.

The Marthas and Marys Prayer Group is formed.
New Christmas crib figures are purchased.

The Parish Pastoral Council is established.

In October, the painting of the lower church is completed.

Painting of the upper church begins after Easter.

There are over 3,100 families registere
There are over 10,000 parishioners regi
Almost 1,600 children are enrolled in the parish religious education program.

A new wheelchair lift is installed and ready for use.

The Marian Prayer Group is formed.

The St. Marybds Youth Community Service
The Olive Branch, our Astorefronto outr
The Teen Choir is established in September.

The first annual town-wide Relay for Life takes place.

Members of the Ushersdé Group are rename
is opened to both men and women.

The Benjamin Franklin Classical Charter School is granted a license to use St.

Marybés School b-L9B6Isconl yegr. f or t he 1995

Fr. James Ob6Leary is transferred to St.
Weekly Sunday Eucharistic AHoly Houro w
Rev. Thomas J. Walsh is appointed St M
October 20.

The Finance Committee is formed.
The Pastoral Visitors program is expanded.



1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

St . Maryos Prayer Wall I's i nitiated.

The Bereavement Ministry is established in February.

Ordained on June 14, 1946, Fr. Francis W. Beksha celebrates a Mass of
Thanksgiving on June 9 on the occasion of his 50™ Golden Jubilee.

A committee is formed regarding the feasibility of reopening the parish school.
The Health Ministry program begins.

New church doors are installed in July.

The Weaveour parish quarterly newsletter, goes to print in April.

Meetings of St. Mahbegiws Ultreyas for Cur
A coordinator of Health and Homebound Ministry/Parish Nurse is appointed.

The rectory roof is repaired.

The church roof is repaired.

A parish census is conducted in November.

A second 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass in the lower church is added.

The Mothersdé6 Group is formed.

New hand-carved doors are installed at the entrances to the church.

The school roof is replaced.

A new boiler is installed in the school building.

New pews are installed in the upper church. Pews include special seating for

physically handicapped parishioners.

New carpeting is installed in the upper church.

The 20" Festival of St. Rocco is held in August of 1998 on the school grounds.

St . Ma rlon®2600 Spieitaal Treasures program is undertaken in

preparation for the millennium and the Jubilee Year.

The parish dedicates three Fridays a month for all-day Eucharistic Adoration.

The St. Monica Sodality is formed.

There are over 2,000 children in the religious education program.

Bernard Cardinal Law visits St. Maryods
The Jubilee Committee is established.

Jubilee Week is held from July 15 to July 23.

Air conditioning is installed in the upper church.

The Grief Support group begins.

The Alpha program begins.

The Jubilee year concludes on January 6, 2001.

A second 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass is added in the lower church on February 4.

New carpeting is installed on the first floor and the lower floor of the rectory.

New carpeting is installed in the lower church.

St. Maryds is one Brbmise foreTonfortowtheicdpitalt par i s

and endowment campaign for the Archdiocese of Boston.
Painting of the upper church begins in November.



On February 6, 2002, S'tannivawary:¢25gears el ebr a
of faith, hope, love, and service
- Refurbishing of the upper church is completed.
- The interior of the upper church is completely repainted and relit.
- The bricks on the fagade of the church undergo pointing in April.
- Extensive repair work is done on the bricks around the rose window.
- The 125" Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving is celebrated on June 23.
- The 125™ anniversary dinner is held on October 20 at the Myriad Ballroom in
Mendon.
- 4,271 families are registered with St.
- 14,558 parishioners are registered with
- The Caring Tree touches the hearts of 688 individuals.
- For Christmas Eve, there are three Masses at 4:00 p.m., two Masses at 6:00 p.m.,
and one at 7:30 p.m. On Christmas Day, Masses are celebrated at 9:00 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., and 12:00 noon.

2003 - Life Teen Masses and Life Nights are held.

- On February 6, 2003, the 9:00 a.m. Mass is celebrated as the closing Mass for
St.Ma r y 6 8anriversary year.

- Masses for Lent are celebrated Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,
and 5:15 p.m., and Saturday at 8:00 a.m.

- Morning Prayer for Lent is held at 6:30 a.m. Monday through Friday.

- Religious Education classes are held Sunday mornings, Monday through
Thursday afternoons, and Monday evenings.

- The weekend Mass schedule is Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., and Sunday
at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. (upstairs and downstairs), 10:30 a.m. (upstairs and
downstairs), and 12:00 noon.

- The Town of Franklin celebrates its 225" anniversary.

- The Armed Forces Banner is established in both the upper and lower churches.

- St. Maryds Heal tHRarishWctivitiesQoungll. r evi ves t he

- The Hstory of St . Ma r y dcasionPoiitheilZSAnniversary (187 e O
2002)is published.

- St. Maryd Respect Life Committee sponsors the first scholarship essay contest.

2002

- A video documentary on the historyo f St . M aentiyled Joureyaaf i s h
Faith, premiers.

- The Music Ministry consi sts of Childrends Choir,
Contemporary Choir, and Cantors.

- Commemorative platesf eat uring a picture of St. Mar

parishioners.

- The Year of the Most Holy Rosary concludes.

- The priests explain the liturgical changes to the Mass.

- Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held each Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.

- Masses on Christmas Eve are celebrated at 4:00 p.m. (upstairs and downstairs),
4:00p.m.atDean Col |l ege (Chi | d(upeawd down),&éd geant ),



2004

2005

7:30 p.m. (up). Christmas morning Masses are celebrated at 9:00 a.m., 10:30
a.m., and 12:00 noon.

The clergy at St. Maryd are Fr. Thomas Walsh, Fr. Carlos Kim, Fr. David
Goodrow, Fr. Francis Beksha (in residence), and Deacon Richard Delio.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is established.

St. Maryods iIs clustered wit & @vilis),in Joseph
conjunction with the initial steps of looking at parish reconfiguration.

Parishioners may bring palms from last year or a previous year to church to be
burned for ashes for Ash Wednesday.

The Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, from a religious order that Sr. Faustina
founded, attend the Divine Mercy Holy Hour.

Memorial plaques are available for placement on the book racks of the pews in

the upper church.

A new parish census is undertaken.

Fr . Ki més as s i ghnKimhegins &sablohtical.i n June.
Fr. Bob Congdon helps celebrate weekend Masses.

Every Sunday evening, a Rosary for Peace is prayed.

Nancy Rafter is appointed Pastoral Associate.

Some repair work on the tiles of the church and rectory roofs is finished.

The parish picnic is held in June.

Journey of Faiththe video history of our parish, takes first place in the News /
Information category at the New England Cable Television Association Awards.
The 10:30 downstairs Sunday Mass is discontinued.

Fr. Ted Kofitsebegi ns hi s assignment at St. Mary
A Holy Hour is held each Monday evening to celebrate the Year of the Eucharist,
which begins in October 2004.

For the first time, St. Maryodos offers b
program.

Fr. Thomas Wal sh ends his pastFofomt e at
is transferred to St. Christinebds Paris

The CYO and Youth Service Corps combine efforts to serve the young people of

the parish by promoting activities of service, faith, and community.

Fr.DavidP.Cal | ahan b e c twelfthpastds, effectivMliane §. 6 s

Pope John Paul 11 is called home to God on April 2, 2005.

On April 19, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger is elected to the office of Universal

Shepherd and takes the name of Pope Benedict XVI.

Fr. David Goodrowendshisas si gnment at inBlay.Fr.Deaidiy s Par
transf err ed arstoin S®heham,MA.t r i ckds P

Fr. David Marcham begins his assignment
In November, Eucharistic Adoration changes from Monday evenings and Fridays

to Thursdays, from 9:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.

The Christmas Eve Mass schedule is 4:00 p.m. (upstairs and downstairs), 4:00

pm.(Chi |l drends Pageant 9g,6:00po.(upseismandMann Aud



downstairs), 7:00 p.m. (downstairs). The Christmas Day Mass schedule is 9:00
a.m. (upstairs and downstairs) and 10:30 a.m. (upstairs and downstairs).

- The Pastoral Staff consists of Fr. David P. Callahan (pastor), Fr. Ted Kofitse, Fr.
David S. Marcham, Fr. Francis W. Beksha (in residence), Deacon Richard P.
Delio, and Nan Rafter (Pastoral Associate/Parish Nurse).

2006 - The 40 and Over Catholic Singles Group is formed.

- In May, Parish Pastoral Council elections are held.

- The Milford Daily Newsponsors the 1% Annual St. Rocco Chocolate Chip
Cookie Contest.

- On September 11, a Holy Hour is held in remembrance of the 5" anniversary of
September 11, 2001.

- St . Meyenard@ Blay Group for families of children with health difficulties
and/or special needs holds its first meeting in October.

- The first Grand Annual Collection is held.

- During Advent, children in the 3" grade Religious Ed. classes take up a collection
to help a parish in New Orleans rebuild from Hurricane Katrina.

- The church bell tower is repaired.

- Fr. Frank Beksha ends his years of mini
December 31, 2006.

- 752 members of the community receive Christmas presents through the Caring
Tree.

2007 On February 6, St. Marybds Parish celebr
service, and beginsayear-l ong ende av dRandomAdisioft | ed 130
Kindness. o
- Fr. David Marcham ends his assignment at St. Mary 0 s .
- St. Maryd embarks on the formulation of a comprehensive parish plan,
concentrating on four major areas: spiritual needs, facilities/buildings, education,
and finances.
- The Parish Center Planning Committee is formed.
- The Family Mass celebrationisenhan c e d wi t h a cahestifachilye n 6 s bt
andt he Chil drenb6s Lectionary
- St . Mspartyf@ sollaborative (formerly called cluster) consisting of
parishes in Medway, Bellingham, and Franklin.
- A parish mission is held in May.
- St. Ma€Cytbholic Womenod¥antversaap. cel ebrates |
- St . Mar yd6s buWwhabeet i n expands to
- Phase Il of the Church Restoration Project begins. The front stairs, the front
elevation of the church, and the right elevation of the church will be addressed.
- In April, St. Mar yos Par USAWEEK&ENDand thed\atiendl Makey
A Difference Day Committee.
- Parish Pastoral Council elections take place in June.
- Fr . Robert Bl aney begins his service at
- In August, the Town of Franklin is chosen by Family Circlemagazine as one of
the 10 Best Towns for Families in the country.
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- Vol unteers are sought to help put toget
- The Pastoral Staff consists of Fr. David P. Callahan, Fr. Ted Kofitse, Fr. Robert J.

Blaney, Deacon Richard P. Delio, and Pastoral Associate/Parish Nurse, Health &

Homebound Ministry Coordinator Nan Rafter. The Religious Education staff

consists of Isabel Coyne, Karen Ackles, Sheila Hooper, and Liz Bertoni. The

Director of Music Ministries is Drina Menard. The Rectory Office Staff consists

of Paula Coughlin, Claire Perry, Louise Vozzella, and Paulette Thomas.

2008

The new Youth Ministry Team coordinates a monthly Youth Mass, especially for
6™-12" graders, on Sunday evenings at 5:30. The first Mass is Sunday, January 6,
with over 500 youth in attendance.

- A parish mission is held in February.

- Approximately 3,000 children attend Religious Education classes.

- Cardinal Se8n O6Malley visits St. Maryod
- In Aprib,aSt . Maryodés Pl ayers Reunion is held
musi cal productions at St. Mar yos.

- A parish survey is conducted during the month of May.

- The annual Memorial Day Mass isheldatS't . Mametgrg s C

- The weekend Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., and
Sunday at 7:30, 9:00 (upstairs and downstairs T except for the summer months),
10:30, and noon.

- A special collection is taken to purchase a new sound system for the upper
church, improve the downstairs sound system, and repair and paint troubled areas
in the uEper church.

- The 30" annual Feast of St. Rocco is held in August.

- St. Maryods Yo uiteBlauMhethin September. We b S

- The grounds in the front of the church receive some fresh landscaping.

- ARISETogeher in Christ a three-year parish-centered process of spiritual
renewal and evangelization, begins in fall 2008.

- St. Maryds volunteer appreciation night

- The first meeting of the Web Site Committee takes place in November.

- St . MeawWelbsie goes live in December.

- Masses are celebrated on Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. (upstairs and downstairs),

4:00 p.m. (Christmas Pageant Mass at Horace Mann School), 6:00 p.m. upstairs

(and downstairs if needed) and 7:30 p.m. Midnight Mass is celebrated.

Christmas Day Masses are at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

2009

Deacon Dick Delio presents a talk on Haiti where he has been visiting since 1996,

ministering to the people.

- A new Hospitality Committee is formed.

- Fr. Robert J. Blaney ends his assignmentat Sai nt Marydés Pari sh
Bob is transferred to Saint Theresa of Avila Parish in West Roxbury.

- Our Lady of Lourdes Healing Novena begins in February.

- Parishioners attendtheBo st on Cat hdl Wom#dlpedédsCanferenc

April.
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- Fr.DavidP.Cal | ahan ends his pastoratFe at Sai
Dave is transferred to Saint Mary6 Barish in Quincy, MA.

- The daily Mass schedule for Lent is 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 5:15 p.m.

- Fr. Thomas P. Kelly of the Emergency Response Teamserv e s S ai ontan Mar y 0 S
interim basis.

- Fr. Ted Kofitse ends his assignment at
appointed Parochial Vicar at Saint Mary of the Sacred Heart Parish in Hanover,
MA, effective June 2.

- Fr . Brian F. Ma n rs thintegnth pastar, effecdve Ma$ 12.. Mar yo
- Fr . Frank Campo, newly ordainedJunebegi ns
2

- A new format for the bulletin appears in June.
- His Holiness Pope Benedict XV1 declares a YEAR FOR PRIESTS from June
19, 2009 to June 19, 2010.
- The Rock Youth Ministry conducts a survey of all parishioners in July.
- The 31% Annual Feast of Saint Rocco takes place in August.
- New cloth panels enhance the sanctuary.
- In September, the new Mass schedule is Saturday at 4:00 p.m., Sunday at 7:30
a.m., 9:00 a.m. (with a special Childre
church), 10:30 a.m., 12:00 noon, and a new 5:00 p.m. Mass (September through
May) with contemporary music and a focus on youth, but every age is welcome to
attend.
- The Rock Youth Ministry presents faith building, service, and social opportunities
for middle and high school students on a regular basis, beginning in September.
- Eucharistic Adoration moves to Fridays, beginning in September. Benediction
begins at 4:45 p.m.
- ARISETogether n Christresumes in September.
- Parishioners may sign up for a AChoose
- Almost 2800 youth participate in the Religious Education program. Almost 150
catechists assist in the teaching.
- Deacon Richard P. Delio ends hisassignment at Saint Maryods in
- At Christmastime, the Caring Tree touches the hearts of almost 800 individuals.
- The Pastoral Staff consists of Fr. Brian F. Manning, Fr. Frank Campo, and
Pastoral Associate/Parish Nurse, Health & Homebound Ministry Coordinator Nan
Rafter. The Religious Education staff consists of Isabel Coyne, Karen Ackles,
Liz Bertoni, and Patricia Buckley. The Director of Music Ministries is Drina
Menard. The Rectory Office Staff consists of Paula Coughlin, Claire Perry, and
Paulette Thomas.

2010



