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WELCOME 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register, 
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org and we will send you a Welcome Package 
which will help you register. 

Saint Mary Church 
One Church Square, Franklin MA 02038 

Phone: 508-528-0020   Fax: 508-528-1641  Website: www.stmarysfranklin.org  
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  Religious Education Office  201 Main Street 
508-918-2291    Phone: 508-528-1450   Fax: 508-528-0043 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  Sunday at 1:30pm by appointment only.  
 Baptism Preparation meeting required. 
Penance:  By appointment; please call 508-528-0020 
Marriage:  Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s 
 should schedule their wedding one year in  
 advance and attend a Marriage Preparation  
 program. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to  
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide  
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Children 

Grade 1: Call the Religious Education Office for info 
Grades 2-10 held in the St. Mary Center 

Monday through Thursday 
Classes suspended for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year 

 

Adults 
RCIA 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Meeting Wednesday 7:00pm 

October - Easter 



ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN 

Pastoral Reflections: 

 It has often been said that no one can know someone else 100% and that there is always a 
little mystery in every person, no matter. This usually makes for a more interesting relationship 
and life. When we realize that we always have more to discover in ourselves or other people, it 
makes sense that there is always more mystery to be discovered in God. Certainly the sacred 
mystery of the Holy Trinity, which is one God in three Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, always has some more to be discovered and understood. The depth and beauty of our God 
is a reality that is an unfolding mystery, which we will never cease contemplating and celebrat-
ing. 
 We believe that the Holy Trinity is not some theological abstraction, but is a real truth into 
which we are drawn. We know much about God’s inner life because God has shown and told us 
in history and in time. As people, we learn best by stories that give us detail and also symbol and 
growing meaning. The bible is principally in narrative, or story, form. As we come to understand 
from the stories, our praise of God grows greater. 
 At Mass this weekend our first passage offers us a sense of awe. It is a great dramatic sto-
ry whereby Moses, summoned by the Lord, journeys to a high place and the “Lord” descends 
enshrouded in clouds and then passes before Moses. This God announces his name as “Lord” 
and describes himself as “a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in kindness and 
fidelity.” Scholars tell us that the Hebrew words for God’s care for us are words of deep and gut-
level feeling. The Lord sees and cares about his people with the worry and the concern of a par-
ent. Indeed this God, the Lord, cannot help but act on behalf of an admittedly stiff-necked peo-
ple. 
 Moses’ response is first adoration and then he speaks and recognizes that this transcendent 
Lord seeks to be personally involved with Israel. This great God looks favorably on tiny little Is-
rael. With risk Moses requests God to “come along in our company” and receive an unworthy 
people as God’s own. And God does this. 
 We know that God does just this. All Hebrew Scriptures in one way or another tell us how 
it goes with a people and the God who chose them, small and contrary as they are. 
 The followers of Jesus only had the Hebrew Scriptures to form their religious sense and 
meaning. The story of Jesus sits on this foundation of Jewish scripture. In our Gospel story, a 
troubled Nicodemus, who is a learned man in the Hebrew Scriptures and also powerful, allows 
us to learn of the relationship of Jesus to the God of Moses, the God rich in kindness and fidelity. 
We learn much in this story of Nicodemus: we learn of God’s great care for our world in the per-
son of Jesus, the teacher. We also learn that Jesus is more than a teacher. He is, in addition, the 
only begotten Son of the Father. 
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 A religious reflection on God—whom we address as Father and Son and Holy Spirit—is 
set before us today in two wonderful narratives: as abiding presence on a high place and, in 
contrast, as a quiet revelation to a troubled, hesitant Nicodemus. In these stories we discover 
that God who is for us is with us in the Son. In the second reading, we hear that the belief in 
the presence of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is clearly evident in the faith community of then. 
By the time this epistle is written, the faith of the Christian community is more easily discerni-
ble. We hear that the blessings of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—flow easily and 
familiarly. Faith in God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit has become part of the language and 
living awareness of the Christian community. Their words and blessings point to the presence 
of a personal God whose inner life is a community of love, as theirs must be. 
 As we ponder our faith and relationship with our God, the power and meaning of the 
Trinity becomes clearer and deeper for us. As we come to know our God better, his power as 
Father, Son, and Spirit grows greater in our consciousness and daily life. 
 

Fr. Brian 
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Readings for the week of June 7, 2020 

Sunday:  Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18 

Monday:  1 Kgs 17:1-6/Ps 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [cf. 2]/Mt 5:1-12 

Tuesday:  1 Kgs 17:7-16/Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7a]/Mt 5:13-16 

Wednesday:  1 Kgs 18:20-39/Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8, 11 [1b]/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday:  Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13 [2a]/Mt 5:20-26 

Friday:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 [8b]/Mt 5:27-32 

Saturday:  1 Kgs 19:19-21/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/Mt 5:33-37 

Next Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12]/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-5 
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