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WELCOME 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve you. To register, 
please email your name and address to parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org. We will send you a Welcome Package that 
will help you register. 

Saint Mary Church 
One Church Square, Franklin MA 02038 

Phone: 508-528-0020   Fax: 508-528-1641  Website: www.stmarysfranklin.org  
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  Religious Education Office  201 Main Street 
508-918-2291    Phone: 508-528-1450   Fax: 508-528-0043 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  Sunday by appointment only.  
 Baptism Preparation meeting recommended. 
Penance:  By appointment; please call 508-528-0020 
Marriage:  Couples planning to be married at St. Mary’s 
 should schedule their wedding one year in  
 advance and attend a Marriage Preparation  
 program. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to  
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide  
pastoral visits, with administration of the Sacraments. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Children (Grades 1-8): 
Guided Remote Learning 

 

Confirmation Preparation (after Grade 8): 
Guided, Independent, Remote Conferences 

 

Programs run from October through May  
 

Adults 
RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Wednesdays ٠ 7:00pm  
October to Easter 



ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN 

Pastoral Reflections: 

 There is an important message for all of us that applies to our entire life in this weekend’s 
scripture. We are being advised to not live in the past with any of its negative ways, but to live in 
the present in a changed and healthy way. Clinging to the past with any of its wrongs or flaws 
limits us and ultimately can destroy our very being. The courage or valor to change what was 
wrong to what is right is essential to living a healthy and faithful Christian life. Our scripture this 
weekend encourages us to change and grow as we need to in life 

The prophet Ezekiel who spoke the message of God during the Babylonian Exile clearly 
informed the Jewish people that they were responsible for their own actions.  He blatantly told 
them they had failed to accept these responsibilities and always tried to blame their separation 
from God on other people, namely on their ancestors. They always had excuses for their behav-
ior and never failed to blame their problems on the sinfulness of the many generations before 
them. Ezekiel boldly challenged them to live in the present time of their lives and take responsi-
bility for their own actions now and also to do what they knew was right regardless of past 
events. 

In our second reading the Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians to encourage them to live 
obediently in the present. He notes that the believers in Philippi had a special advantage as they 
had Jesus as an example. They were able to perceive how fullness in life came to Jesus because 
he was humble and obedient before God. Paul makes clear that it is Jesus who gave us the exam-
ple of living God’s law of love—to love one another more than ourselves. 

This week Matthew asks again in a different way the question about who would inherit the 
promises of God. Last week’s Gospel passage told us that we would inherit the Kingdom be-
cause of God’s generosity.  Now this week our Gospel parable informs us how we will live with 
God because of choices we make and actions we take. This story is of the dad who desired his 
two sons to work in the field, one said “no,” but later changed his mind and went to the field to 
work. The other son said he would go, but never did. This wonderful story illustrates for us how 
God calls us to change our lives from saying “no” to saying “yes” by our actions of repentance 
and change. We realize from the story that in life it is far worse to be the person who says “yes” 
to God, but does nothing. This is like the Christian who says he/she loves God, but our actions in 
daily life are not worthy of that statement.   

We must always remember that God gives us free will to choose. Simply put: we can 
choose to say “yes,” or we can choose to say “no.” Some among us will say “yes” right away 
and go to work in the field at once. Others of us say “no,” but sooner or later change our minds 
and try to live God’s command to love one another. Still others of us say and sometimes even 
shout “yes” but do nothing. Our words mean nothing because our actions are nothing. 

This gift of free will from God reveals his unconditional love for us. This unconditional 
love of God embraces us and our mistakes with mercy and pardon, yet for our own sake we need 
to admit our own wrong doing and change to the new ways of God. 
 

 Fr. Brian 
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Readings for the week of September 27, 2020 

Sunday:  Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 

Monday:  Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51 

Wednesday:  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-15 [3]/Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday:  Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 [13]/Lk 10:1-12 

Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 4c-6, 10-11 [11]/Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Saturday:  Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130 [135]/Lk 10:17-24 

Next Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-4 

©LPi 
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While many aspects of our life have come to a stand-
still, the work of our ministries continues as we strive to 
meet the needs of those who are relying on our guidance 
and assistance. The sick and homebound continue to 
receive spiritual support and information over the phone 

from the Archdiocese’s Faith Community Nurses and Chaplains program. Our Pregnancy Help Centers continue 
to provide resources for women facing crisis pregnancies. Those suffering from addiction still need support and 
guidance and many have greater need for counseling and spiritual support during this time of heightened anxiety. 
 
Your support of the Archdiocese’s Catholic Appeal ensures that these programs and services continue.  With the 
knowledge that many of you are also facing challenging financial realities, and with concern for the people we 
serve, your prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated.  Your donation will make a significant difference as 
we continue serving the Catholic faithful and all our brothers and sisters in need.  
 
To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a donation, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org   
 
Thank you! 

St. Mary Parish 
2020 Grand Annual 

 

1st Grand Annual collection is next weekend! 

Next weekend is our 1st Grand Annual Collection. Every registered household will receive a Grand Annual Ap-
peal letter and envelope in the mail. If you do not receive an Appeal request, there will be additional envelopes 
available at the entrance to the church. 
 
These have been challenging times for our families. Our parish family is no different. As a result of the pandem-
ic, we anticipate approximately a $60,000 deficit this year. In previous years, the Grand Annual was used for spe-
cial maintenance projects. This year, it is essential for our regular operations.  We are asking for your extra sup-
port for this year’s Grand Annual. 
Our goal this year is raise $150,000 or more. If possible, please consider a gift of $350 or more. Those who are 
able are asked to give more. Those who are struggling should support to the best of their ability. 
The Grand Annual Collection will be taken up three times this year as has been our tradition. The first collection 
will be held on the weekend of October 4th followed by additional collections on the weekends of November 1st  
and December 6th.  
 
We truly appreciate any assistance you can give and are counting on the many, who are able, to support this ap-
peal. Thank you for your support. 
 

 
Consider making your gift Online: 

stmarysfranklin.org 

http://www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
https://stmarysfranklin.org/
https://stmarysfranklin.org/
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