
Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses:    Saturday: 4:00   Sunday: 7:30 , 10:30, and Noon 

Daily: Monday-Friday: 7:00am  
Confession : Saturday: 8:00am  

 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor 
Rev. Brian F. Manning 

bmanning@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. John Sullivan 

jsullivan@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

In Residence 
Rev. Frank Campo 

fcampo@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Deacons 
Deacon Ron Gerwatowski 

deaconron@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Leo Racine 

pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

STAFF 
Religious Education 

Karen Ackles — Director  
Grades 1-8 and Confirmation Program 

reled.director@stmarysfranklin.org 
Liz Bertoni -— Secretary 

reled.secretary@stmarysfranklin.org 
 

Rectory Office 
Patricia Murphy — Business Manager 
businessmanager@stmarysfranklin.org 

Jennifer Lance — Secretary 
secretary@stmarysfranklin.org 

Bulletin  
parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org 

  
Music Director 

Terry Kerr ٠ terry.kerr@att.net  ٠ 508-541-3286  
 

 

Saint Mary Church 
One Church Square, Franklin MA 02038 

Phone: 508-528-0020         Website: stmarysfranklin.org  
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society   Religious Education Office  201 Main Street 
508-918-2291     Phone: 508-528-1450    

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  By appointment only. Consult our website: 
 stmarysfranklin.org  
Penance:  Saturdays 8 to 9 a.m. in Reconciliation Room
 in Chapel, and by appointment anytime 
Marriage:  Couples planning to be married at St. Mary
 should schedule their wedding one year in  
 advance and attend a Marriage Preparation  
 program. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the rectory if you have 
a family member, friend, or neighbor who is unable to  
attend church due to age or infirmity. We will provide pas-
toral visits, with administration of the Sacraments. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Children (Grades 1-8) 
Guided remote and in-person learning 

 
Confirmation Preparation 

(Confirmation 1 + Confirmation 2) 
Guided independent, remote and in-person learning 

 
Programs run from September—April 

 
Adults 

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 

October to Easter 

WELCOME 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself 
to the priests after Mass. We want to know and serve 

you. To register, please email your name and address to  
parishpublishing@stmarysfranklin.org.  We will send 
you a Welcome Package that will help you register. 



ST. MARY PARISH FRANKLIN 

Pastoral Letter    

 Instead of a Pastoral Reflection this week, this is a brief letter to keep everyone in the loop on life here at 
Saint Mary’s Parish. Obviously the church year is spinning along with Ash Wednesday and Lent just around the 
corner. Soon, (yes soon!), it will be Holy Week with the most spiritual Services and Masses for Palm Sunday, Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil & Easter Sunday. Hopefully during this special Season of Lent you will be 
able to grow spiritually by intentional practice and prayer. Perhaps you might consider coming to the Stations of the 
Cross Service each Friday at 7 PM in the Chapel (lower level of the church) during Lent. An intentional devotional 
prayer service during Lent is a graced way to grow in closeness to God and meaningful purpose in your life. 
 Our Pastoral Associate Leo Racine, along with special volunteers are busy with service to the homebound 
and those at our four senior residences. Leo is also offering Adult Spiritual Faith Formation evenings or programs 
throughout the year. His Scripture Study Program which is based out of Magnolia Heights Residence is open to one 
and all. You are welcome to join at any time. Many of the attendees are parishioners who live around the Town. 
The Women’s Spirituality Program also continues quite faithfully, and Our Knights of Columbus is always busy in 
service to people in need. New Members are always welcome. Their next parish-based service is to “sell Stop and 
Shop Cards” to aid the Saint Vincent de Paul in their work. In addition, this weekend they are sponsoring in church 
the special icon of Saint Joseph which is traveling the country. Please read the bulletin for details. We are so very 
blessed that our Saint Vincent de Paul is single mindedly dedicated in its service to assisting those in need. Your 
generous help by supplies and financial support makes this service to the fragile and needy possible. Thank you. 
 Mass attendance at the weekend Masses is undergoing a slow, but steady increase in attendance. We will 
continue to Live-Stream every Sunday Mass with Funeral Masses and Weddings only upon request by the family. 
We will continue to observe the “Holy Communion in the hand” practice for the wellbeing of Eucharistic Ministers. 
I traced my recent serious COVID collapse and illness to distributing Holy Communion in another parish on the 
tongue at a funeral Mass. I followed the custom of that parish to my great regret. Sometimes a custom needs to end 
or at least be suspended. Health, in my opinion, trumps a personal act of piety. 

I am most appreciative of those who have responded to my request for an Increase in Giving. A parishioner 
reminded me that it has been over 5 year since you were asked to increase your offering. Certainly such an 
infrequent request indicates how much we need your personal financial help. Our Parish manages its finances 
overall quite well, but costs are often beyond our control. Our gas and electric bills now run into the thousands of 
dollars each month. Simple supplies like paper towels and cleaning supplies have jumped dramatically in cost. Our 
insurance for boiler, accident liability, fire, theft etc. have also increased percentage-wise as much as your own. 
You name it and the cost has gone way up. I am also so grateful that so many Parishioners use the On-line Giving. 
Please consider this method. It can be accessed at stmarysfranklin.org 
 Some of you may be aware of a recent blog post about our “patrimony” which is 201 Main Street aka “the 
school across the street.” Our website tells everyone what we have done and what we will be doing. At present the 
decision from the Committee and its Feasibility Study to develop the property with allowing for our own building 
and parking is being pursued. There is due diligence that must be done for writing the Request for Proposals. The 
Real Estate and Legal Departments of the Archdiocese are assisting in these matters. People who offer speculation 
on what will be there etc. really do not know what they are talking about because no one really knows. Anonymous 
experts are the most dangerous to listen to in any case. Until it is offered as public Request for Development, no one 
can tell what will happen. This whole process has been proceeding slowly, cautiously and openly.  
 In terms of parish clergy, Father Frank Campo has decided to go to “full retirement” and move to a 
different residence to for a variety of reasons. Father Frank has been assisting here on a “as needed” basis. Because 
of his increased need of medical care both at his doctors and also his hospitals, he has decided to move closer to his 
doctors and hospitals. In addition, to be fully retired he believes he needs to move to a new place so that he starts 
off in the right manner. He will be moving to Saint Patrick Parish Stoneham MA at the end of the month where he 
will be fully retired and be able to devote the time and energy he needs for his health care. I thank him on behalf of 
the Parish and myself for his priestly service to us for the last two years. I am not allowed to print his age (!), but he 
is older than me, and I am pushing on towards 75. We will, I especially, miss Father Frank and wish him a very 
good retirement.  
 Always as a parish dedicated to Mary, Mother of God we ask her intercession with her Son Jesus for all of 
us, especially the physically and mentally ill, the lost, the fragile and the hurt. We pray for the victims of domestic 
violence and also their families and friends and in addition the Towns and Cities which have been deeply pained by 
domestic murder and violence these past many months. We pray also for civil peace in our country, and also 
especially in the Ukraine and other many places of violence. May our Special Patron Saint Rocco intercede to bring 
healing to all of us in need.  God bless. 
 

PS: The Special Earthquake Syria/Turkey Collection will be this week.  All information details are on the Parish website: 
stmarysfranklin.org  or in the bulletin which also can be accessed by our website. 
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Fr. Brian 
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READINGS THIS WEEK 

Saturday, February  18 
 
4:00 pm            Richard and Stephen Tomasetti 
 
Sunday, February 19 
7:30 am Frances Bertone  
 
10:30 am              Jack Creehan 
 
12:00 pm             Jean Ivers   
 
Monday, February 20 
7:00 am Valerie Green 
Tuesday, February 21 
 7:00 am  
Wednesday, February 22 
7:00 am  
Thursday, February 23 
7:00 am   
Friday, February 24 
7:00 am  Barbara Goodin 

MASS INTENTIONS SACRIFICIAL GIVING 

Donation totals for February 11/12 

 Sunday Collection:  $4867.50 

         Online Donation:  $4864.62 

 Mail-In Donations:  $3198.00 

     Grand Total:  $12,930.12 

Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. 

Readings for the week of February 19, 2023 
 

Readings for the week of February 19, 2023 

Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 (8a)/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

Monday: Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40/Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 (see 3a)/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

Masses & Service in Upper/Main Church 
 

7 am 

Mass with Distribution of Ashes 
 

12:15pm 

Ash Wednesday Service—Distribution of Ashes 
 

7 pm 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Stations of the Cross are on Fridays at 7pm 

in the Downstairs Chapel 

February 24  -  Father Brian 

March 3 -    Religious Education (Karen Ackles) 

March 10 -  St. Vincent DePaul (James Baillio) 

March 17  - Women’s Spiritual Program (Denise D’Amico) 

March 24  -  Knights of Columbus (Mike Swann) 

March 31  -  Deacon Ron 



THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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Faith in Action. It all starts with YOU. 
 

This past week, many of you may have received a 

letter from Cardinal Seán requesting your early 

support of the 2023 Appeal. The Appeal is a pri-

mary means by which we carry Christ’s light into 

darkness and deepen the impact of our Church’s 

ministries, many of which directly benefit our 

parish.  

Please prayerfully consider offering a generous 

early gift by returning your pledge card or by 

making an online donation at https://

www.stmarysfranklin.org/ or 

www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-now. Your 

contribution puts faith into action in countless, 

meaningful ways. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cameron John Millett and Jaylani Dawn 
Greene, who received the Sacrament of Bap-
tism at St. Mary’s in the month of February.  
May the Lord watch them always. 
 
The next Zoom Baptismal Catechesis class is 
on Wednesday, March 8th, 7-8pm for first-

time parents. Zoom Classes are held every 2nd 
Wednesday of each month.  
Sign up with Deacon Ron at  

deaconron@stmarysfranklin.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICON of St Joseph  
 
The weekend of February 18 and 19, the Knights 
of Columbus will be sponsoring the ICON of St.  
Joseph at each Mass.  
 
Every few years, the Knights of Columbus select 
an ICON of a saint whose patronage is particularly 
inspiring to the Knights and the communities they 
serve.  We pray to Saint Joseph for his intercession 
in preserving, cultivating and passing on the Catho-
lic faith to future generations. Please join us this 
week  to ask St Joseph for his guidance. 

Socks Needed 
 

As the winter cold lingers, the need for 
warm socks are in high demand.  The  
Respect Life Commission is accepting 
new sock donations for those in need.  
 
Please bring new sock donations to Mass, 
the weekend of February 25th/26th.  Bins 
will be placed at the main Church doors.  
Thank you!   

http://www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-now


 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for  
February 2023 

 

We pray that the parishes, placing communion at 
the center, may increasingly become communities 
of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those 
most in need.  
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Food Resources for Franklin Residents 
Franklin Food Pantry  New hours for 2023 

 
Monday: Closed 

Tuesday: Indoor shopping :  9:00 am – 1:00 pm,    
Appointment Required.  Curbside Pickup: 5:30 p.m. – 
7:00 p.m.  No appointment needed. 
 
Wednesday: Closed 

Thursday: Indoor shopping: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm. 
 Appointment Required. 

Friday: Indoor shopping: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm  
Appointment Required . 
 
*No walk-ins. *No curbside distribution 
 
YMCA:   “Drive up Groceries.” Nonperishable food 
Wednesday 1pm to 2pm.  Expanded time for Senior 
Citizens 12:30-1:00 pm. Some Delivery available—
Need to sign up 508-528-8708.  
 
Meals on Wheels for seniors and homebound.  Call  
800-286-6640 
  
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Non-perishable food, hy-
giene items and paper products. Delivery available.  
Call 508-918-2291 and leave a message. 

 
 
   
 
 

St. Vincent DePaul  Food Pantry Collection 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society cannot thank you 
enough for your donations to our food drives. It is a 
blessing for us to be able to serve our neighbors and 
for them to experience the support of our parish. At 
this time the pantry is in need of the following items: 
 

Cereal 
Laundry Detergent 
Chicken Noodle Soup 
Tomato Soup 

 
SVdP members will put together grocery bags in-
cluding paper products and laundry detergent for 
those who call St. Mary’s in need of help.  
Thank you in advance from all who will benefit 

from your generosity. Donations may be placed in 

the boxes at the doors of the church anytime during 

the month of February.  

FEBRUARY 19, 2023 

“ Signed, Sealed and Delivered: I’m God’s” 
 

The season of Lent offers us an opportunity to reflect 
on our identity as Catholics, shoring up those places in 
our lives that need a little support…or conversion.  
 
Our pastoral associate, Leo Racine, will offer a 
presentation on the Sacraments of Initiation, Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, on Sunday, March 5 
from 3-4:15pm in the lower church hall. These three 
sacraments bring us into the life of Christ and the 
Church and give us our identity as Catholic Christians. 
Videos, prayer and opportunities for sharing will be 
part of this program.  
 
Please contact Leo at 508-528-0020 or  
pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org, for more in-
formation. Registration is not  
required, but is welcome. 

This Ash Wednesday, a special collection will 
be taken up for Catholic Charities Boston. 
Catholic Charities helps thousands of families 
across Eastern Massachusetts, providing food, 
shelter, utilities assistance, childcare and youth 
programming, refugee and immigrant services, 
and adult education with a mission of moving 
people toward self-sufficiency. Please consider 
beginning your Lenten journey by supporting 
our neighbors in need. For more information, 
visit ccab.org/donate 

mailto:pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org
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6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Turkey/Syria Earth Quake Relief 
 
The images coming out of Turkey and Syria following the February 6, 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake, are showing the world that the people there are experiencing immense suffering, 
destruction, and death. There are reports that the death toll has surpassed 11,000 and 
continues to rise.  
  
Catholic Relief Services reports that “across affected areas in both countries, apartment 
buildings and schools have been leveled. For Syrians, the damage took place in areas already 
devastated by years of war. In Turkey, the airports and the high roads of Anatolia are closed, 
and most hospitals are unusable. Schools have been closed across the country.” 
 
Recognizing the growing need for assistance, Cardinal Seán has asked that a special collection 
be taken the weekend of February 18/19, 2023, in all parishes in the Archdiocese of Boston.  
 
Funds raised will help to provide safe shelter, and access to food, clean water, and hygiene 
supplies. The USCCB has requested that we encourage the faithful to generously support the 
efforts of Catholic Relief Services and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association who are 
working to provide emergency humanitarian relief.  
 
Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s Parish and put “Turkey/Syria Earthquake 
Relief” in the memo.  As you leave Church, you will see special baskets for this collection. 

In the Arms of the Shepherd:  A Morning Reflection on those impacted by Divorce or Separation 

Saturday March 4 @ 8:30am –12:30pm $10.00 fee 
Pastoral Center, Braintree 

 
The Family Life team invites all those impacted by divorce or separation to attend “In the Arms of the Shep-

herd:  A Morning of Reflection.  Come and refresh your spirit and discover the peace and healing that only 

Jesus provides.  The half-day retreat features a presentation by Mother Olga, founder of the Daughters of 

Mary of Nazareth, a lay witness talk by Irina DeLucca of the Fall River Diocese, Eucharistic Adoration, The 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, Holy Mass and small group sharing.  Light refreshments will be served in the 

morning.  Check-in begins at 8:30am.  The Program concludes following the 11:30am Mass.  For questions 

or more information, please email:  Emily_Elliott@rcab.org 
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For All Your Photo Needs
508-533-0500
www.jamesabrams.com
Jim Abrams, Parishioner

Specializing in Wedding Photography

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
FRANKLIN, MA
508.528.6505508.528.6505
WWW.KELLYSLANDSCAPINGINC.COM

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER
CALL TODAY TO BOOK 

YOUR SPRING CLEAN UPS
Spring/Fall Clean Up · Mowing · Mulching · Dethatching · Aeration • Stump Grinding

Slice Seeding • Landscape Design · Construction of Patios Walkways & Fire Pits 

HILLSIDE NURSERIES
e s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 3 9

Trees • Shrubs • Perennials & More
Call us to Develop Your Outdoor Living Space

Landscape Design & Build Services
online orders @ our floral shop

floral arrangements for all occasions
Delivery to Franklin & Surrounding Areas

823 Washington St. Franklin MA
508-528-0038        www.hillsideflorist.com

 Guerriere
 & Halnon, Inc.

Civil Engineers &
Land Survey Consultants

Land Use, Septic Designs, Land Surveys
www.gandhengineering.com

  Milford
508-473-6630

Franklin
508-528-3221
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THEROME
RESTAURANT

SINCE 1965 OLDEST FAMILY RESTAURANT
VOTED BEST ITALIAN FOOD

VISIT www.the-rome.com • Franklin Center Rt. 140
Full Take Out Menu 508-528-4740

Pat’s Auto Service

Brakes • Exhaust • Tune-ups
Alignments • Shocks & Struts

508-528-6630 • 843 Union St., Franklin
Proud Supporter of St. Mary’s

VENDETTI MOTORS, INC.
SERVING YOU SINCE 1961

Route 140, Franklin  508-528-3450
Visit us today at www.vendettimotors.com 

for our current specials Certified
Used Vehicles

Short & Long Term Care Needs Met Close to Home
115 Holliston Street, Medway, MA • 508-533-6634

www.medwaymanor.com • www.generationsrehab.com

CHARLES F. OTERI & SONCHARLES F. OTERI & SON
Franklin Funeral HomeFranklin Funeral Home
“Serving St. Mary’s Parish for over 100 years

33 Cottage St., Franklin, MA
508-528-0011

www.franklinfuneral.com
oterifuneralhome@gmail.com
Charles F. Oteri • Sean A. Oteri

Directors & Parishioners

Hair 
Mania

20 W. Central St., Franklin, MA

520-1485
MARIA GIORGIO — OWNER

Don Ranieri 
Plumbing • Heating  HVAC
Small jobs to water heaters,

furnaces and boiler work

Parishioner and many 
years in business!
508-528-8295

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS 
508-473-1309   508-634-8854

331 Main Street, Milford  
www.franksappliance.com

FRANKLIN LANDSCAPINGFRANKLIN LANDSCAPING
 Design & Construction
 Dwayne Monaco, Owner Est 1992
 Patios, Walkways, Steps, Lawns,
 Excavation, Planting & More

 508-528-1949
 www.franklinlandscaping.com

CREATIVE DECORATING AND FLOORING
Your Local Source For All Your Flooring Needs!

Carpets - Hardwood - Tile 
Window Treatments
15 Garfield Street, Unit 1

508-528-1194

AckermAn monument
Monuments & Cemetery Work

2234 Washington St.

(Rte. 16)

Holliston, MA

508-429-5465

(508) 330-4234
• Senior Residential Specialist
• Notary

 emason4234@gmail.com
308 West Central Street

 Franklin, MA 02038
www.eileenmasonrealty.com

PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS, INC.

Successfully representing 
the interest of the Insured 

for over 40 years

Amy C. Brown
Franklin Resident

508-528-1734
www.gentilirossini.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
 Gordon Deacon

gdeacon@4LPi.com 
(800) 888-4574 x3320


