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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 4:00pm  Sunday: 7:30am and 10:30am
Monday - Friday 7:00am

Wi-Fi: StMarysChurchMesh Password: STMarysGuest

RECTORY HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Very Rev. Robert A. Poitras
pastor@stmarysfranklin.org

Parochial Vicar: Rev. John Tanyi
parochialvicar@stmarysfranklin.org

Deacon: Deacon Ron Gerwatowski
gerwat@verizon.net

Pastoral Associate: Leo Racine
pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org

RECTORY STAFF
Finance & Operations Manager: Patricia Murphy
businessmanager@stmarysfranklin.org

Secretary: Jennifer Lance
secretary@stmarysfranklin.org

Music Director: Terry Kerr
Terry.kerr@att.net or 508-541-3286

Cemetery Caretaker: Joe Spencer
508-498-8271

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
508-528-1450
201 Main Street, Franklin, MA 02038

Director: Jim Flanagan

Secretary
Liz Bertoni - reled.secretary@stmarysfranklin.org

ASSISTANCE
St. Vincent De Paul: 508-918-2291

PARISH REGISTRATION

Register Online at www.stmarysfranklin.org or call the
Rectory at 508-528-0020.
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Baptism

Baptisms are held on Sunday afternoons at 12:30pm.
First time parents need to attend a Baptism Class
held by Deacon Ron via Zoom. Classes are held the
2nd Wednesday of each month. To schedule a
Baptism, please call: 508-528-0020 or email:
baptism@stmarysfranklin.org. To schedule a

Baptism Zoom Class, contact Deacon Ron at:
gerwat@verizon.net

Penance

Penance/Reconciliation is held each Saturday from 8
to 9 a.m. in the Chapel’s Reconciliation Room and by
appointment, anytime.

Marriage

Couples planning to be married at St. Mary should
schedule their wedding one year in advance and
attend a Marriage Preparation program. Please call
the Parish office at 508-528-0020 to arrange a
meeting with the priest in preparation for marriage
and schedule a date.

OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

If you are interested in become a Catholic, please call
the Rectory at 508-528-0020.

Eucharist for the Homebound

if you have a family member, friend, or neighbor who
is unable to attend church due to age or infirmity,
please call the rectory or email the Pastoral Associate
(pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org). We will
provide pastoral visits.

Anointing of the Sick

If you or a loved one would like the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Offices at
508-528-0020. For after hours Emergency Anointing
of the Sick please call 508-528-0020 and select
Emergency Anointing of the Sick. Please do not leave
messages on this line.
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To make a donation online, you can go to the St.

Mary Website at www.stmarysfranklin.org and Saturday, August 23

choose Online Giving where you can make 4:00pm Norman Remillard

donations for Regular Sunday Offering, Mass Sunday, August 24

Intentions, The Grand Annual, Catholic Appeal, 7:30am Antonio Pereira

Special Collections and general donation to St. 10:30am Theresa Raleigh & Rautenberg Family

Mary Parish. You can also access this feature by

scanning the QR Code below. Monday, August 25

7:00am Rosa Vandenberg
Tuesday, August 26

7:00am Claire Excellent

Wednesday, August 27
7:00am Albert Peter Palumbo

Thursday, August 28

READINGS THIS WEEK 7:00am Maria & Jose Periera

i Friday, August 29
Readings for the week of August 24, 2025 ricay, Augus
7:00am  Guy Lochard

Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/Heb

12:5-7,11-13/Lk 13:22-30
Saturday, August 30
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5- 4:00pm

Beverly Theriault
6a and 9b/Mt 23:13-22

Sunday, August 31

Tuesday: 1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/Mt 23:23-26 |  |7.30am Gwendoline Hirsch

Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11- 10:30am Edward Vroman
12ab/Mt 23:27-32

Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 24:42-

51

Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8 (429)/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10,
11-12/Mk 6:17-29

Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Mt 25:14-

30 Last week, Maeve Ann Reilly was Baptized by

Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, Fr. Bob. May God bless her.
4-5 (1a)/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC — BENEATH THE SURFACE
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

There are certain phrases that serve as a kind of shibboleth for millennials, a dog whistle that only ears formed
between 1981 and 1996 can discern. “You can’t sit with us!” is one of those phrases.

It’s from the movie Mean Girls, (which, | hear from my younger family members, has now become cool with the
kids again, so maybe my point about it being niche is incorrect). The character Regina George, merciless ruler of
the cool kids, is rejected from the ultra-exclusive lunch table she herself formed when her minions, tired of her
cruelty, serve her the most devastating words a teenager can hear in public: “You can’t sit with us.”

So passes earthly glory, as they say.

At first blush, this Gospel gives “Mean Girls” vibes. We have an image of the unlucky masses clamoring for entry
into the kingdom of heaven as God locks the door against them, saying, “I do not know where you are from.”
Very “you-can’t-sit-with-us.”

But we need to remember that the people pounding on the door of heaven
in today’s Gospel aren’t people who wanted a seat at God’s lunch table — at
least, not until it was the only lunch table left, because they had Regina
George’d their way out of all the other ones.

Jesus’ whole thing was that you can sit with us, whoever you are, wherever
you’re from and whatever you’ve done. But there are a lot of lunch tables in
the world, and not everyone wants to be at one with rules like “repent” and
“be good to that person you really don’t like.” It’s not always an easy table to
sit at, especially when there are so many other options.

We have to choose heaven before heaven becomes our only choice. ©LPi

TELL THE GOOD NEWS

1 Today’s responsorial psalm tells us to “go out to all the world and tell the
Good News.” In their 1999 document on adult faith formation, Our Hearts
“LET YOUR WORDS 1 Wer'e Burnmg Within Us (l’ll‘l‘pé//bll‘ ZV/OHWBWU), the United States BiShOpS,
TEACH AND YOUR remind us that the “evangelizing spirit” is an “integral element of [our]
ACTIONS SPEAK:* baptismal calling, of the Church’s nature and mission, and of a Catholic way
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA of life.”

So, how can we live out this calling? Here are a couple of simple ways, which
might involve courage and risk...or at least a big breath before undertaking
them. First, we can let other people, such as relatives and friends, know how
being Catholic affects our daily lives. We can tell them, not in a preachy but
in a conversational kind of way, how knowing Jesus and belonging to a community of other believers has a
positive impact on our thoughts and behaviors. We might even offer to pray with or for a person we know, or
invite someone to Mass or to events sponsored by the Church. Second, we can get involved in a ministry in the
parish or help out in another setting. Some examples are to become a Lector or Eucharistic Minister at Mass, join
the choir, assist our young people by teaching in our faith formation program, volunteer with the Saint Vincent de
Paul Society and help people in need, or give time or financial support to an organization that reaches-out to those
less fortunate. These are all great ways we can live out our call to tell the Good News. Let’s give it a try!

4
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ST. MARY PARISH, FRANKLIN, MA

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
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COUNTS! &
FRIENDS OF THE POOR™ WALK/RUN
Save the Date!

St. Vincent DePaul
Annual Fund Raiser

Saturday,
September 27, 2025

Registration at 8:30 a.m. Blessing for the Walk
will be at 9:00 a.m. on the Town Common.
Participants can either walk with us or donate via
our online collection link at the St. Vincent
DePaul page on our parish website or use the
barcode below:

St. Vincent DePaul Society
508-918-2291

The St. Vincent DePaul Society would like to thank all
the parishioners who have so generously donated to
the SVdP Food Pantry. Donations from these lists
help us to keep the pantry well-stocked with many
items for our neighbors in need.

The St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry is looking for the
following items to help our Franklin neighbors in need.

Paper Towels
@ Detergent/Regular (Free of Clear)
% Deodorant

Cut Green Beans
Bars of Soap

Thank you for your help in supporting those most in
need in our community. God bless our neighbors.

WORCESTER CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

All women are invited to an exciting, faith-building
Conference, which will be held on Saturday,
September 27th at St. Joseph School in Webster, MA
on Saturday. Now in its 7th year, this year’s theme
is “I Thirst for the Salvation of Souls.”

Hear dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic
leaders: Noelle Mering, Dr. Madeline Colon-
Usowicz, Tim Francis, and Adam Janke. Diocesan
and religious priests will hear confessions; Bishop
McManus will celebrate Mass, and there will be many
interesting exhibitors. For
more information and to
register, call Corinn Dahm at
508-277-3969 or go to:
www.wcwconference.com
Register today!

\_‘/ COLUMBUS'

The Knights of Columbus Sacred Heart
Council 1847 would like to thank everyone who
donated to their Red Cross Blood Drive on
August 16. It was a great success and the
Knights are grateful to the donors for helping to
save a life.
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Conference

October 4, 2025
The Track at New Balance

91 Guest St. Boston, MA 02135
hopeforlifeboston.com

Vigil Project LB .
A

Band X : ~ ;
Mass Celebrated by Archbishop Mothe/glga
Richard Henning of the Slaéred Heart

; Special guest speakers Jonathan Roumie

\ .

& Mother Olga of the Sacred Heart

Music provided by The Vigil Project and special moderated
panel discussions on the sanctity and the dignity of life

Montse Alvarado

Adults $50 | College Students $25 | Lunch provided on-site
for high school and CCD groups, contact: hopeforlifeboston@gmail.com

Mark Carey Lisa Wheeler Mia Armstrong Michelle & Asis Lopez AJ De La Rosa Julianne Carey Saraloy

The Archdiocese of Boston's Pro-Life Office, in collaboration with the Daughters of Mary of Nazareth
and the Men of Divine Mercy Prayer Group, are excited to invite you to this special conference as we
honor the sanctity and the beauty of life from the womb to the tomb and embrace the virtue of
hope in all circumstances of every age and stage of life.
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For All Your Photo Needs 1 Air Conditioning m Call today to schedule a visit and see what
508-533-0500 & Heating Services,|INc. Tum w the Eipend we can offer you or your loved one.

508-528-9200  www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

Jim Abrams, Parishioner 508-528-2532 jbdhvac.com

4 FORGE HILL ROAD, FRANKLIN, MA

D&T || LILGLY & Halnon, CARS
. & Halnon, Inc. CAR$
Pest and Termite P WASH
Civil Engineers &
Control Inc S PA RTA N C A R S E RVI C E Land ‘S/:Jrve)%Consultants
; ; 349 East Central Street

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 3 Land Use, Septic Designs, Land Surveys
Pest control in MA & RI 7 l 5 : I ‘ : www.gandhengineering.com Franklin, MA 02038

‘ spantancarsenvicercomiCieas Milford — Franklin g oo
ANTS, BATS, BED BUGS, WASPS, P - 508-473-6630  508-528-3221 Lthefrankllncarwash@gmall.com n

HORNETS, YELLOW JACKETS,
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dtpest@comcast.net
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Jane G. Fccl\ DMD meconomY@4LPi-com
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

BIG SAVINGS!
OIL, LUBE & FILTER

+Tax

L FRANKLIN

Foot Care

Dr. James A. Anderson, Jr. & Associates
PODIATRIC PHYSICIANS

UP TO 5 QTS. 5W-30 OIL, NEW FILTER, LUBE CHASSIS FITTINGS, TOP e 184 West Central 160 West Street
OFF MAJOR FLUIDS, 14-PT. SAFTEY CHECK - Franklin, MA 02038  Milford, MA 01757
Most cars & light trucks, With coupon, not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/25 w E F I x E VE R?TH -I “ GI (508) 528-2525 (508) 473-3338

franklinfootcare.com

Fu" Synthetic OIL' LUBE & FILTER - TUNE-UPS + TROUBLESHOOT CHECK ENGINE LIGHTS

= TIMING BELT REPLACEMENT - BRAKE & ROTORS
» TIRE SALES & REPAIR « EXHAUST/MUFFLER
+ STARTERS - SUSPENSION
+TaX - WATER PUMPS +* TRANSMISSION WORK
UP TO 5 QTS. 5W-30 OIL SUNOCO SYNTHETIC OIL, NEW FILTER, LUBE - BATTERIES ND
CHASSIS FITTINGS, TOP OFF MAJOR FLUIDS, 14-PT. SAFTEY CHECK FU LL BRAKE Al K
FRONT &BAC

Most & light trucks, With , not valid with ther offer. Expires 12/31/25
ost cars & light trucks, With coupon, not valid with any other offer. Expires FREE 0|L cHANGEsI ngies 12/31/25

SUMMER SPECIAL E-UPS FACIALS
$20 OFF/ FULL TUNE: WAXING
W TIRES PEELS

Expires 12/31/25

$20 OFF/ FOY

“RANKL
gy COMPLETE SERVICE FACILITY

[RE »» AUTO OPEN HOURS: MON - FRI: 8AM-6PM / SAT BAM - 2PM
. 508-528-8558 278 Pleasant St, Franklin, MA 02038

5%ISENIOR!DISCOUNIT;

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER
|

Landscape Design + Patio Walkways, Fire Pits & Walls + Spring/Fall Clean Up
Mowing + Mulching + Aeration + Stump Grinding + Slice Seeding

TINTING

480 W. Central St.
Franklin, MA
508-520-2257

www.peelmicrospa.com

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
FRANKLIN, MA - 508.528.6505 « WWW.KELLYSLANDSCAPINGINC.COM

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com St. Mary, Franklin, MA 03-0410



CHARLES F. OTERI & SON
FRANKLIN FUNERAL HOME
“Serving St. Mary’s Parish for over 100 years

Proud Parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish . .
Franklin - Hopkinton - Medfield Health = MedICE\.I'e
Realtor - MA & RI Small Group = Life
« Selling « Buying » Estat
elling « Buying « Estates Insurance Group Supplemental
i ]
. o SEAN S. JOBIN
E' s Licensed Agent & Owner
|

Nancy Briggs et

Harc e e

508-397-4996
jobininsurancegroup.com

Serving
MA, RI, NH

DADDARIO

HARDWARE & SUPPLY

508-541-6900 '

CREATIVE DECORATING & FLOORING

Your Local Source For All Your Flooring Needs!

Carpets - Hardwood - Tile
Window Treatments
15 Garfield Street, Unit1
508-528-1194

33 Cottage St., Franklin, MA
508-528-0011

www.franklinfuneral.com
oterifuneralhome@gmail.com

Charles F. Oteri « Sean A. Oteri
Directors & Parishioners
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RESTAURANT

SINCE 1965 OLDEST FAMILY RESTAURANT
VOTED BEST ITALIAN FOOD
VISIT www.the-rome.com ¢ Franklin Center Rt. 140

Full Take Out Menu 508-528-4740

NOW SCHEDULING SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS

WATER HEATERS
HVAC TUNE-UPS/REPAIRS/INSTALLS
BOILER REPAIRS/INSTALLS

&
-
BBA

ACCREDITHD
BUSINESS

+ PLUMBING REPAIRS/LEAKS el
+ 0% FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE Yicews T
» PLUMBING & HVAC SAFETY EVALUATION R _/"

(included with every service call)

508-203-7033 | gandcplumbing.com

=28

; : emason4234@gmail.com
ACKERMAN Eileen 308 West QentraIStreet VENDETTI MOTORS, INC.
MON U M ENT ASBV _ Frankiin, MA 02038

el | ® . www.eileenmasonrealty.com ‘ SERVING YOU SINCE 1961
Cemetery Work - (},’b'é)' 3304234 T K W) Route 140, Franklin 508-528-3450
Y Waﬁgiﬁsgffn” ?/:'A(Rte' ] : - Senior Residential Specialist RN N ’f’ Visit us tOday at www.vendettimotors.com
508-429-5465 - Notary oy remax || VS for our current specials ot

Y

As Low As ~

MDMedAlert!™

$1 95 mw
« Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire Jmo.
+ Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert
CALL m |
om 800.808.9294 2 f S

i md-medalert.com o

“an dymah {a :;t

Anthony Catalli

&R

PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS, INC.

Successfully representing
the interest of the Insured
for over 40 years

Amy C. Brown
Franklin Resident

508-528-1734

www.gentilirossini.com

D Pro.uc <t\§iﬁ

Master Carpenter / Builder e o : ] J (
774-292-9018 P v

Maintenance and repairs to full home remodels.
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Decks,
Siding, Windows and More!

Fully Licensed and Insured - Franklin, MA
office@handyman-pro.com

F== FREND'S

Interior  Exterior

Power Washing ¢ Carpentry
Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

James Frend
508-473-2796
Cell: 508-789-5098

SUPPORT
OUR

7
/J)/{‘r ‘/m‘m/, Artisan

—

823 Washington St, Franklin, MA

508-408-0477

www.bloomingartisanflorist.com

WS
FRhyLthCE
\ }‘-—-’{/

~irgun, %

331 Main St T
Milford, MA 01757 by
oEasc,

508-473-1309

www.handyman-pro.com

FRANKSAPPLIANCE.COM

Don Ranieri
Plumbing - Heating HVAC

Small jobs to water heaters,
furnaces and boiler work

Puréshioner and mary w‘a‘

years on business! »}Q

508-528-8295 L\

(Aprlcotlzm

BL‘JUTIOUL
Women'’s Fashion
Clothing ¢® Accessories
Parishioner
342 E Central St, Ste. B
next to the Big Y

"If) Apricot Lane Franklin /

Dr. Shreshtha Ramanlal

O"KOREN
ELECTRICAL

AL - INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL - We offer a compassionate,

Now Acceptin

IN, MA

508- 520- 1 638

okorenelectrical.com

FRANKLIN

(508) 520-1249 ¢ 38 Pond St. Suite 303, Franklin, MA

‘ FRANKLINDENTALARTS.COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

Parishioner

patient-centered approach.
g New Patients

FRANKLIN LANDSCAPING

Design & Construction

Iagk Dwayne Monaco, Owner Est 1992
| Patios, Walkways, Steps, Lawns,
l Excavation, Planting & More

508-528-1949

www.franklinlandscaping.com

St. Mary, Franklin, MA 03-0410



