FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FASTED

-OR 40 DAYS.

MATTHEW 4:2

ST. MARY PARISH

1 CHURCH SQUARE | FRANKLIN, MA 02038 | 508-528-0020 | STMARYSFRANKLIN.ORG

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026




FEBRUARY 22, 2026

3 »
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm Sunday: 7:30am and 10:30am
Monday - Friday 7:00am

Wi-Fi: StMarysChurchMesh Password: STMarysGuest

All weekend Masses are Live Streamed at:
stmarysfranklin.org

RECTORY HOURS
Monday - Thursday  9:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Very Rev. Robert A. Poitras V.F.
pastor@stmarysfranklin.org
Parochial Vicar: Rev. John Tanyi
parochialvicar@stmarysfranklin.org
Deacon: Deacon Ron Gerwatowski
gerwat@verizon.net

Pastoral Associate: Leo Racine
pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org

RECTORY STAFF

508-528-0020
Finance & Operations Manager:
businessmanager@stmarysfranklin.org

Secretary: Jennifer Lance
secretary@stmarysfranklin.org
Music Director: Krishan Oberoi
krishan.oberoi@gmail.com

Cemetery Caretaker: Joe Spencer
508-498-8271

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
508-528-1450
201 Main Street, Franklin, MA 02038
Director:
Jim Flanagan - jflanagan@stmarysfranklin.org

Secretary:
Liz Bertoni - reled.secretary@stmarysfranklin.org

ASSISTANCE
St. Vincent De Paul: 508-918-2291

PARISH REGISTRATION

Register Online at www.stmarysfranklin.org or call the
Rectory at 508-528-0020.
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Baptism
Baptisms are held on Sunday at 12:30pm. First time
parents need to attend a Baptism Class held by
Deacon Ron. Classes are held one evening each
month via Zoom. To schedule a Baptism email:
baptism@stmarysfranklin.org or call: 508-528-0020.
To schedule a Baptism Zoom Class, contact Deacon
Ron at: gerwat@verizon.net

Penance

Penance/Reconciliation is held each Saturday from 8
to 9 a.m. in the Chapel’s Reconciliation Room and by
appointment, anytime.

Marriage

Couples planning to be married at St. Mary should
schedule their wedding one year in advance and
attend a Marriage Preparation program. Please call
the Parish office at 508-528-0020 to arrange a
meeting with the priest in preparation for marriage
and schedule a date.

OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

If you are interested in become a Catholic, please call
the Rectory at 508-528-0020.

Eucharist for the Homebound

If you have a family member, friend, or neighbor who
is unable to attend church due to age or infirmity,
please call the rectory or email the Pastoral Associate
(pastoralassociate@stmarysfranklin.org). We will
provide pastoral visits.

Anointing of the Sick

If you or a loved one would like the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Offices at
508-528-0020. For after hours Emergency Anointing
of the Sick please call 508-528-0020 and select
Emergency Anointing of the Sick. Please do not leave
messages on this line.
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@ Welcome OCIA Candidates

-] At this weekend’s 10:30am Mass,
4 the Baptized candidates from St.
A Mary parish’s Order of Christian

Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program,
%2 will participate in the Rite of
P Calling the Candidates to
Continuing Conversion. This rite
acknowledges their desire for full initiation with the
Catholic Church, and reception of the sacraments of
Confirmation and Eucharist. It also helps them
deepen their faith and strengthen their commitment
to the Church.

The OCIA Program invites the candidates into an
intensive period of preparation to receive
Confirmation and Eucharist. Please pray for our
candidates, along with their sponsors and catechists,
as they continue on their spiritual journeys.
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SECOND COLLECTIION

The second collection will support the Catholic Relief
Services’ mission to care for the underdeveloped
areas of the world. Your generosity will help fund
the spiritual, educational and humanitarian needs of
the Church around the world.

www.uscch.org/cathollic-relief

READINGS THIS WEEK

Readings for the week of February 22, 2026

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17/Rom
5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt 6:7-
15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-
32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-
8/Mt 7:7-12

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/Mt 5:20-
26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22/2 Tm
1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9

Saturday, February 21
4:00pm Rae Ann and Charles Donoghue
Sunday, February 22

7:30am

10:30am

Beverly B. Horowitz

John Willinski, Elena Willinski,
Walter & Catherine Cusson

Monday, February 23

7:00am
Tuesday, February 24
7:00am Robert T. O’Leary

Wednesday, February 25
7:00am Keshia Mathieu
Thursday, February 26
7:00am

Friday, February 27
7:00am Antonio Pereira

Saturday, February 28

4:00pm Richard & Stephen Tomasetti
Sunday, March 1

7:30am James Duffy

10:30am Roland & Katherine “Topsy” Pruvot
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Last weekend Gavin Pierce Crook and Gracie Mae
Gavin were Baptized by Deacon Ron. May God Bless
these children.
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SIATIONS OF THE CROSS

Friday Eve-

Friday Evenings at 7pm
Sacred Heart Chapel

Feb. 27 — Men’s Faith Formation
Mar. 6 — Knights of Columbus

Mar. 13 — St. Vincent de Paul Society
Mar. 20 — Family Faith Formation
Mar 27 — Woman'’s Faith Formation

Adoration & Confession
Prayers Services

Thursdays During Lent

February 18, is Ash Wednesday, the
beginning of the Season of Lent. In Ash Wednesday’s
first reading, the Old Testament prophet, Joel, tells
of God’s invitation to return to him with our whole
heart. Joel also reminds us that God is gracious and
merciful, “slow to anger, rich in kindness, and
relenting in punishment.”

St. Mary Parish will be holding Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament with the opportunity of
Confession, on Thursdays mornings and evenings
during Lent. The Lenten Adoration/Confession dates
are Thursday, February 26, March 5, 12, 19 and 26,
and April 2, from 7:30am to 8:30am (after 7am
Mass) in the Lower Church. Evening Adoration and
Confession will take place at 7pm, followed by
Evening Prayer.

Evening Prayer or Liturgy of the Hours is one part of
the Church’s official daily prayer. It consists of
psalms and canticles, prayers, petitions, and a
reading. Following Evening Prayer, participants will
have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. A simple Benediction just before 8:00
will complete the service. Join us for some quiet
time with God and others in our community during
this season of Lent.

SNOW TUBING AT
NASHOBA VALLEY SKI AREA

SATURDAY, MARCH 7TH

WE WILL ATTEND THE 4:00 P.M. MASS AND
THEN HEAD TO LITTLETON. WE WILL GO

TUBING FROM 6:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. WE
WILL STOP FOR FOOD ON THE WAY HOME!

Cost is $65.00
Lickat and Iransperiation

Register by February 25 by using QR Cede
Must have a waiver on file - https:/fshopskinashoba.com/forms
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

When we first got married, | wanted to know everything
my husband was thinking, exactly when he was thinking it.
Thirteen years later, | still want to know it all. But | want
to know it after he’s had a snack. | think he still wants to
know what I’'m thinking, too. But he wants to know it after
I’'ve had 10 minutes without hearing the word, “Mommy!”

Life has taught us, you see, that it’s hard to be a good
person, a nice person, a gentle person, when your body
doesn’t feel good or nice or gentle. When you’re hungry.
When you’re exhausted. When you're anxious. It’s not
impossible, of course. It’s just ... hard.

We're entering a penitential season, a time in which we
purposefully deprive ourselves in certain ways. During
Lent, we intentionally enter into the desert of physical
hunger and weakness. Why, in preparation for Easter and
in an effort to spiritually purify ourselves, do we go to this
place where it’s so hard to be good? Why do we go to the
desert? Because Christ has shown us that the desert is
where decisions are made.

There are many reasons why the Word became flesh to
accomplish God’s plan for our salvation. But | think one of
the most important reasons must have been that God
wanted to show us that He knows, intimately, how easily
the devil exploits our physical experience of this world. We
see it in today’s Gospel: Jesus, hungry and weary. Jesus,
taunted and tempted.

We see him. We recognize him. We are
him. And we hear his voice, even though
it trembles with fatigue: “Get away,
Satan!” Today, we enter the desert.
Because the desert is where decisions
are made. ©LPi

Knights of Columbus
2026 Scholarship

The Knights of Columbus is accepting applicants for
its 2026 college scholarship award program - The
Robert Simmler PGK, Knights of Columbus Sacred
Heart Council #1847 Scholarship. Applicants must be
a registered member of St Mary’s Parish, Franklin and
graduating from High School in the spring 2026 and
progressing to their first year of study at a 2 or 4 year
college/university. We are awarding 2 scholarships
this year: $3000 and $1500

The application form is available from the banner on
the parish website or on the Knights of Columbus
website https://www.kofc1847.org/. Please fill in
ALL information accurately and clearly, and submit
the completed application by March 27, 2026 to: The
Robert Simmler PGK Knights of Columbus, Sacred
Heart Council 1847 Scholarship Committee, St.
Mary’s Parish c¢/o Michael Swan 38 Madison Ave,
Franklin MA 02038

The award will be given to the recipients upon
completion of their 1* semester of studies and upon
proof of enrollment for the 2™ semester.

For more information, please contact Michael Swan:
508-404-4792

Zoom Rosary

Deacon Guy continues a Zoom Rosary every
Monday night at 7:00pm. This is open to
parishioners, family & friends from all
communities. You are welcome to join, relax, 5
pray and/or and just listen. Link info is on the '
Parish Web Site under Parish Life and Prayer. _]
For more information contact Deacon Guy at: T
deaconguy@verizon.net.

Catholic Women’s Club
Annual Brunch

The St. Mary's Catholic Women'’s Club Breakfast
will be held at “3” Restaurant on March 15,,
after the 10:30 Mass. Our guest speaker will be
Jim Flanagan, our Family Faith Director. The cost
will be $30/pp.
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Please send your
check to Patricia
Tomasett],
3 Mackintosh St,
Franklin. The deadline |
will be March 1st.



mailto:deaconguy@verizon.net
https://www.kofc1847.org/

Knights of Columbus
Sacred Heart Council

St. Patrick’s Day
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Sunday, March 15 from 1lam - 12:30pm

after the 10:30am Mass
Sacred Heart Hall

$5 donation per adult;
children under 12 are free

Pancakes, Sausage, Juice, Coffee, Water

1* Sunday of the Month - YM Event
(Social, Christian Service, Prayer, Speaker)
March 1%, April 12" (2™ Sunday), May 3 & June 7™

For more Info contact Jim Flanagan at:
jflanagan@stmarysfranklin.org

o STUDENTS WI% PARTICIPABING IN THEWINISTRIES. *

LIGHT REFRESHIMENTS IMMEBIATELY AETERMASS

SPONSORED BY : . Z
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Bereavement Ministry
Volunteers Wanted

p St. Mary Parish is looking for new

volunteers to join the Bereavement
Ministry Team. The Bereavement Minister offers
comfort and support to families who have
suffered the loss of a loved one. They help the
families select the readings, music for the funeral
as well as choose the family/friend participation
in the funeral liturgy.

Typically, a Bereavement Minister meets with
one or two families a month to help them plan
the funeral. For more information, please
contact Pat Netto at 508-528-5610.

St. Vincent DePaul Society
508-918-2291

The St. Vincent DePaul Society would like to thank
all the parishioners who have so generously donated
to the SVdP Food Pantry. The St. Vincent DePaul
Food Pantry is looking for the following items to
help our Franklin neighbors in need.

Grape or Strawberry Jam
Peanut Butter

Kraft Mac & Cheese

Cranberry juice and Apple Juice
Spaghetti Sauce

Laundry Detergent

Thank you for your help in supporting those most in
need in our community. God bless our neighbors.
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For All Your Photo Needs s Air Conditioning ; Call today to schedule a visit and see what
508-533-0500 & Heating Services,INC. Tun to the Experts we can offer you or your loved one.
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HORNETS, YELLOW ]ACKETS,
Little

MICE, RATS, MOSQUITOES, TICKS,
FLYING SQUIRRELS, TERMITES

508-966-4470
dtpest@comcast.net
www.dtpest.com

SPARHAWK

Refer a friend / Schedule your Advertise in Ou r
free pest inspection today C h u rc h B u I Ieti n !
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\bental / (800) 950-9952 x6442 Advertise here
Jane G. Feely, DMD Call 800-950-9952

508-520-3939
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Forging Men of |2
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catholicmatch’
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microspa

FACIALS
WAXING
PEELS
TINTING
480 W. Central St.
Franklin, MA
508-520-2257

www.peelmicrospa.com

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER

Landscape Design 0 Patio Walkways, Fire Pits & Walls 0 Spring/Fall Clean Up
COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL Mowing [0 Mulching [ Aeration [ Stump Grinding [ Slice Seeding

FRANKLIN, MA « 508.528.6505 « WWW.KELLYSLANDSCAPINGINC.COM
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Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Please Support Our Mission!

Scan the QR code
& Give Today!




33 Cottage St., Franklin, MA '\

CHARLES F. OTERI & SON 508-528-0011 \",

www.franklinfuneral.com

FRANKLIN F UNERAL HOM E oterifuneralhome@gmail.com "L - |
. : ‘ )
“Serving St. Mary’s Parish for over 100 years Charles . Oteri = Sean A. Oteri ‘9
Directors & Parishioners
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Rlealtor- MA&RI O | n Small Group = Life ‘Paudulg Co.

« Selling « Buying « Estates

Supplemental Interior * Exterior

Power Washing ¢ Carpentry

SEAN S. JOBIN Free Estimates ® Fully Insured

Licensed Agent & Owner James Frend

o 508-397—4996 Serving 508-473-2796
jobininsurancegroup.com MA, RI, NH Cell: 508-789-5098

Insurance Group
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+ BOILER REPAIRS/INSTALLS '
« PLUMBING REPAIRS/LEAKS _ 3STAR

+ 0% FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE j =\ 2?,"2,5 ¢
e PLUMBING & HVAC SAFETY EVALUATION i
(included with every service call)

508-203-7033 | gandcplumbing.com i As
4234@gmail.
“woweacamsea || VENDETTI MOTORS, INC.

Franklin, MA 02038

J ;';J EALTY www.eileenmasonrealty.com SERVING YOU SINCE 1961
et T ©

Carpets - Hardwood - Tile
Window Treatments
15 Garfield Street, Unit1
508-528-1194

| ACKERMAN |
MONUMENT

Monuments &

Cemetery Work Route 140, Franklin 508-528-3450
. 2034 V\?ar::\igelg St. (othe. 16) (508) 330-4234 Bz ‘T .. ) .
Holliston, MA A& - Senior Residential Specialist REAAX / Visit us today at www.vendettimotors.com
508-429-5465 - Notary e remax || 0 for our current specials e

" You LIVE ALONE Sy TS E e
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the interest of the Insured
wandymg,

04

Amy C. Brown
Franklin Resident

Bes. PO, LIC 508-528-1734

Anthony Catalli BEB www.gentilirossini.com
Master Carpenter / Builder ( (
774-292-9018 ‘L bovw % A /A Don Ranieri ApricotLane.
N Plumbing - Heating HVAC BOUTIGUE’
Maintenance and repairs to full home remodels. FR A““ NCE I iob h Women's Fashion
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Decks, P ?\’\-\A S?an o gzévgg‘flgr‘jjéff Clothing ¢ Accessories
Siding, Windows and More! e Drrichioner and, Panishione
Fully Licensed and Insured + Franklin, MA 331 Main St wishioner and mary
office@handyman-pro.com Milford, MA 01757 % years in business! 342&;?2?18;55& .
www.handyman-pro.com A PRLIANCE. COM 508-528-8295 @) Apricot Lane Frankiin
1 * Dr. Shreshtha Ramanlal Parishioner
O "KOREN FRANKLIN FRANKLIN LANDSCAPING
ELECTRICAL ) FR/ ~ " Design & Construction
RS T T, 4 ' 7 .'" D M (0] Est 1992
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL We offer a compassionate, patient-centered approach. » T TR pv;zzr;?w;m(;?,& gvtr;zrs fawns,
FRANKLIN, MA Now Accepting New Patients Excavation, Planting & More
LY L REY LB [Pl (508) 520-1249 « 38 Pond St. Suite 303, Franklin, MA 508-528-1949
okorenelectrical.com ‘ FRANKLINDENTALARTS.COM www.franklinlandscaping.com
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